






















 

ITEM NO. DEPARTURE ITEM CONCEPT PHASE SCHEMATIC DESIGN PHASE REASON 
1 Plan Configuration – PVDB / Inverter 

Cupboard and Services Cupboard  
 

Services Cupboard located closer to Communal Hall 
with PVDB / Inverter Cupboard towards back of the 
stage. 
 

PVDB / Inverter Cupboard located closer to Communal 
Hall with Services Cupboard towards back of the stage. 
 

To draw for the make-up air for the PVDB / Inverter from the 
main corridor due to acoustic requirement for no openings / 
grilles allowed to the cupboard. 

2 Plan Configuration – Staff Accessible WC 
and Accessible WC/Shower 
 

Staff Accessible WC located closest to southern entry 
with Accessible WC / Shower adjacent. Both rooms 
are accessed via the internal corridor. 

Accessible WC / Shower located closest to southern entry 
with Staff Accessible WC adjacent. Layout of Accessible 
WC / Shower reconfigured to allow for external entry only. 
 

As advised by the school as this will enable external access to 
the Accessible WC / Shower during recess, lunch and other 
times when the hall may not be open. 

3 Number of Sectional Doors Two sectional doors on east façade. 
 

Single sectional door on east façade. As advised by SINSW. 

4 Height of Soldier Course Bottom of soldier course to align with top of openings 
on façade. 
 

Top of soldier course to align with top of openings on 
façade. 

Height of brickwork lowered to allow for horizontal beam above 
openings. 

5 Southern Ramp Design Barriers along ramp for fall protection indicated in 
solid material (ie. brick or blockwork). 

Barriers along ramp for fall protection proposed as a 
combination of brickwork and steel balustrading. 

To address comment from SINSW for mass of ramp to be 
alleviated via use of more visually permeable materials / 
design. 
 

6 External Stairs and Ramps 
 
 

Three lengths of ramps provided with proposed 
grading down to meet RL near existing school 
entrance. 

Two lengths of ramps provided with the inclusion of a set 
of stairs to building level. Additional length of ramp in 
north-south direction to meet RL near existing school 
entrance. 
 

Stairs provided for easier access to hall from Block A. 
Reconfiguration of area required for an additional ramp to 
meet accessibility requirements. 

7 Openings Four 1,200mm x 1,200mm square windows indicated 
on east façade, evenly spaced. 
 

Two 3,600 x 1,200 rectangular windows indicated on east 
façade. 

To meet daylighting and ventilation requirements as per EFSG 
v2.0. 

8 Trees Trees 3, 4 and 8 to be retained. Trees 3, 4 and 8 to be removed. The proposed works deemed to likely affect the viability of the 
trees 3, 4 and 8 – refer to Arborist’s report for detailed 
assessment. 
 

9 Roof Design Roof provides cover to half of the services enclosure 
at south-west corner of building. 
 

Roof provides cover to full extent of the services 
enclosure at south-west corner of building. 

To prevent potential flooding within services enclosure. 

10 Roof Pitch Pitch of covered walkways and COLA roof is 8 
degrees with a 2,700mm springing point. 

Pitch of covered walkways and COLA roof is 7.25 degrees 
with a 3,000mm springing point. 

To allow for sufficient ceiling height within ancillary spaces 
along the east without amending the maximum RL of the roofs. 
 

11 Retaining Walls Low concrete retaining wall to northern edge of 
COLA. 
 

Low concrete retaining wall to northern edge of COLA with 
further extension towards the east. 

To accommodate batter towards proposed hall. 

12 Fencing and Gates – Back of Building 
 

Not indicated. Fencing and gates proposed to back of hall area. To secure area from student entry / prohibited personnel. 

13 Fencing and Gates, Protection from 
Vehicles – Existing Car Park 

Not Indicated. Fencing and gates proposed to existing car park with 
existing gate to be locked for alternate route of entry to 
school grounds. Bollards indicated along Walkway 1 as 
additional safety measure. 
 

To provide appropriate barriers to car park and protection from 
vehicles as well as safe route of entry to school grounds 
without removing further car parking spaces. 
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Description of the Project: 
A new multi-purpose hall equivalent to a Medium / Core 21 hub is proposed to be 
constructed within the school grounds. It will feature a range of amenities including 
storage areas, accessible bathroom facilities, an OSHC canteen / kitchenette, OSHC 
office and store, covered walkways and a COLA. The new hall is to be used for 
performances, events, indoor sports with opportunity for use as a community resource. 

 
Design process undertaken: 
The design was developed through consultation with the school, parent representatives 
along with other relevant stakeholders. Community information sessions were held for 
engagement with the community as well as the proposal reviewed with Sutherland Shire 
Council to ensure design quality. 
 
Key design considerations: 
The building mass, form and materiality has been developed with regards to the existing 
heritage buildings on site to formulate an architectural response that is sympathetic and 
harmonious with the surrounding heritage context. Accessibility was also a key 
consideration in ensuring the proposal is inclusive internally as well as externally via an 
accessible new entry to the hall from the street.  

 
 
Response to Transport and Infrastructure SEPP Design Quality Principles [refer to 
pages 9-11 of the architectural Schematic Design Report, Rev A, dated 30.01.2025] 

 
1 Context, built form and landscape 

 
The overall built form has been a result of the balance of internal spatial requirements 
and its external massing which is respectful in scale to the surrounding heritage 
buildings. The hall is appropriately set back from the existing heritage building to the 
north as well as the site boundary to the west. The communal hall is opens up to the east 
to have good connectivity with the existing quadrangle and ancillary / store rooms 
arranged along the western site boundary to provide good acoustic buffer between the 
hall and the street. 

 
2 Sustainable, efficient and durable 

 
A 27kW PV system has been proposed to meet energy efficiency requirements and to 
offset some of the power consumption of the new hall. Facade openings and building 
envelope performance has been optimised to meet minimum thermal requirements as 
well as maximise daylight availability for the new hall. Both brick and metal cladding as 
external materials have been chosen for their robustness and durability along with 
aesthetic and heritage factors. 

 
 



 

3 Accessible and inclusive 
 

The proposed hall will be fully accessible internally and externally by a series of walkways 
and ramps. An accessible new entry to the hall from Eton Street has also been proposed, 
allowing for convenient access to the hall by the community. The design was also 
developed through consultation with the school, parent representatives along with other 
relevant stakeholders for an inclusive design process. Community information sessions 
were also held for engagement with the community. 

  
4 Health and safety 

 
The health and safety of users has been considered and addressed by a series of design 
decisions. The toilets have been located at an easily accessible and visible location from 
the existing playground to allow for passive surveillance. Appropriate fencing and 
vehicular barrier systems have been proposed where necessary to ensure protection of 
staff and students from vehicles and other hazards. The covered walkway connection 
between Block A and Block B has been retained providing protection from sun and rain for 
staff and students traveling between the two blocks as well as utilising the hall. 

 
5 Amenity 

 
The proposed hall allows for good connectivity with the external playground for a variety 
of indoor-outdoor activities and will be equipped with the appropriate ICT equipment for 
performances and presentations. The toilets provided in the hall can be easily accessed 
by students from the external playground despite whether the hall is in use or not. In 
terms of environmental quality, the hall will provide good comfort and amenity to 
students all year round with natural ventilation, thermal and daylighting requirements 
being met. 

 
6 Whole of life, flexible and adaptive 

 
The proposed hall has capacity for multiple and flexible usage including student 
assemblies, student performances, indoor sports as well as school events held outside 
of school hours. OSHC facilities have been also provided along with a kitchenette / 
canteen which could be utilised for various types of events and functions. 

 
7 Aesthetics 

 
A purposeful and aesthetically pleasing composition of materials and elements have 
been created through a rigorous design process. A clear, legible base of brickwork has 
been created with a soldier course on top to establish a visual datum to the building, 
while the upper portion of the building is composed of a different material to create 
contrast and further interest to the building mass. The aesthetic outcome of the hall has 
been well balanced with the heritage factors on site as well as cost and durability 
considerations. 


